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TO THE READER.

IN pursuance of the course adopted when preparing the in-
troductory matter of my works on the ¢ Birds of Australia,’
the ‘ Mammals’ of the same country, and the ¢ Monograph
of the Trochilidz,” I have had the ¢ Introduction to the Birds
of Great Britain’ set up in small type for the convenience of
correction before printing it for the folio work ; by this means
I have been enabled to review the entire subject, to draw up a
complete list of the species I have thought it advisable to
include in the British avifauna, and to make those corrections
and additions which have become necessary while the work
was in progress. ‘

It should be borne in mind that this ¢ Introduction” is not
intended in any way in substitution for the letterpress already
published in the folio work, but rather in augmentation of
what is there stated and as a general summary. Those who
do not already possess the folio edition will not be able to
dispense with it on the acquisition of the present volume,
while, it is hoped, it will be found a useful supplement and

index.
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It is quite impossible to give an estimate of the numbers of wild
Ducks and Geese that are yearly consumed in the three kingdoms;
but that they are immense will be readily conceived when it is
stated that from the various decoys, and from the Continent, hun-
dreds, if not thousands, are weekly sent to the markets of the metro-
polis and other large towns, to which the professed wild-fowl shooter
also transmits his quota of Wigeons, Pochards, and Brent Geese,
The Common Pewit and the Golden Plover are largely consumed, as
are also the Stints and other strand-loving birds. The supply of
Snipes and Woodcocks is dependent in a great measure upon the nature
of the season, as is also, to a certain extent, that of the Wood-Pigeon,
the Partridge, the Grouse, the Pheasant and other game-birds. The
Dottrel, which passes over our islands from south to north during
the month of - May, is subjected to a large annual toll, and, with the
imported and fattened Quail and the Ortolans, forms dehcate viands
for the tables of the wealthy and of the epicures who require such
whets for their appetites, and who can afford their purchase. Be-
sides the species above mentioned, many other kinds,and even the eggs
of several, are diligently sought for; those of the Lapwing, Black-
headed Gulls, and Guillemots, especially the former, being in great
request. These remarks may appear trite, but they serve to show
that many of our birds are extensively utilized. -

Much has been written upon the classification, general structure,
power of flight, and senses of birds; but were I to go into detail on
these matters I should only be reproducing what has been so ably
treated by such men as Macgillivray, Owen, Jerdon, Flower, Huxley,
Parker, and others. I cannot, however, conclude the present intro-
duction without touching lightly on some of these points.

Most writers on Natural History have placed the class Aves imme-
diately above the Reptiles and below the Mammals, from either of
which they are clearly separated by the distinctive characteristics
shown in their general form, habits, feathered covering, and pewers
of flight. It is in regard to some of these that I would now wish
to say a few words. All those who have studied the anatomy of
birds, even but cursorily, must have become specially aware of the
wonderful adaptation shown by nature in fashioning the skeleton so
a8 to enable the creature to support itself in the air with the least
possible exertion, and propel its body with varying degrees of swift-
ness through that element; they will have noticed that this power of
flight is aided to a considerable extent by the fact of the bones being
hollow, and their cavities communicating for the most part with the
cells of the lungs—a provision ensuring the maximum of strength
with the minimum of weight.

The wings of birds modify in various ways the velocity with
which they are capable of cleaving the air. Some, like the Land-
Rail and the Bittern, with rounded wings, evince considerable reluct-
ancy to quit the ground, and, when they do so, merely fly to a short
distance; others, such as the Auks and Pengums, have, indeed, but
the mdlments of those organs; while others, again, have their wings
and pectoral muscles developed to such an extent that extraordinary


















g

February, 1863. It is how in the tollsetion of Mr. Neweombe, of
Feltwell Hall, Brandon, Notfolk, As this is a strictly North-
American species, I do not consider it necessary to figute it ; but such
of my readers a8 may desire to know its history cah refer to the
writings of Wilson, Audubon, and other authors on American birds.

Genus ARCHIBUTEO.

10. ARCHIBUTEO TAGOPUS . .« . . .+ . . . Vol.I. PL VIII,
Roven-LRaekD Buzzarb.

Arrives in the British Islands in autumn, occasionally in con-

siderable numbers, when moving in migratory flocks. Its nest is

stated to have been once found near Hackness, in Yorkshire, and also
in the neighbourhood of Banff (vide ¢ Ibis,’ 1865, p. 12).

Genus PErN1s.

Of this form there are two very distinct species—one, the P

tvorug, inhabiting Europe, and the other the P. cristatus of India.
1he natural food of both is honey, bees and wasps, and their
arve.

11. PERNIS APIVORUS . . . . . . . . . . VolLI. PLIX

Hoxey-Buzzarp.

A summer visitant to us and to Central Europe, which, after'
breeding, migrates southward to pass the winter. ’

Subfamily ASTURIN Z.

Gen.us AsTUR.

Of this form two species have been regarded as pertdining to the
British fauna—namely, the Astur palumbarius of Europe, and the 4.
atricapillus of America. In the present work only the former has
been figured.

12. ASTUR PALUMBARIUS . + . + + . . « + VoL PLX.
GosEAWE, - .
Very generally dispersed over Europe, North Africa, India, and
China ; occasionally killed in Scotland, where it sometimes breeds.
13, ASTUR ATRICAPILLUS,
American Goshawk.

This American wanderer has certainly been killed at least three.
times in the British Islands—once in Scotland and twice in Ireland:
Respecting the first of these examples, Mr. R. Gray, in his recently
published ¢ Birds of the West of Scotland,’ says :—

«In May 1869, when visiting: the town of Brechin, in Forfarshire,
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Genus MEruULA.

86. MerULA YULGARIS . . . . . . . Vol IL PL XXXVII.
BracxsIRD.
A resident and very generally distributed species, both in our
islands and on the European continent.
87. MXRULA TORQUATA. . . . . . . Vol II PL XXXVIII.
Rixe-OvzeL.

A summer vigitant, which frequents situations in Wales, the
northern parts of England, Scotland, &. Winters in Africa.

Genus OreocrxcLa.

A form very distinet both from Merula and Turdus, of which five,
u'x,oraevenspeeiea,allinhabihnbofﬂneOldWorld,mknownto
exist. They have a very wide range, some being found in Asia and
its islands, and others in Australin. They are shy and solitary in
their habits, often frequenting rocky and scrubby situations in the
midst of forests.

88. Oxmocawera AvREA . . . . . . . Vol IL PL XXXIX.

‘Warre's THRUBH.

A native of the Altai, the Himalayas, and China. Single indi-

viduals occasionally migrate westward to the continent of Europe
and to England, wherein about ten or twelve examples have been

killed, the particulars respecting several of which will be found in
the letterpress opposite the Plate of the species.

Genus CicHLOSERYS.
An eastern form, the type of which is the well-known Siberian
Thrush.

89. CicHLosERYS sIBIRICUS . . . . . . . . VolLIL PLXL.
Smxeriax THRUSH.
Quite an aecidental visitor, only a single instance of its being killed
here being on record.

Family PYCNONOTID A.

The members of this family are nearly allied to the great group
dqu—atus(HWda)ofAnstnha. Many species inhabit
and India.
Genus Pycxoxorus.
90. Prczoxorus carxxsms.

Gold-vented Thrush.
A native of Spain and part of Afriea; once killed in Irelan
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120, Reeurug cristaTUS . . . . , . , Vol IL Pl LXIX,
GoLDEN-CRESTED WEREN, :
A native of Europe, and doubtless other countries to the south

and eastward. With us it is a resident species, and frequents alike
the three kingdoms,

121, Recurvs reNrcapmizos . . . . . . Vol IL PL IXX.
FIRE-CRESTED WREN,

. Very generally dispersed over the continent of Europe and North
Africa; it is purely an accidental visjtant to Britain,

" Genus Frcepura.

. A form which- appears to be intermediato between the Willow-
‘Wrens and Sedge-birds.

122, Frcepyrs nyeorass . . . . , , . VolLIIL PL LXXI.

Yrrrow-BROWED WARBLER. .

. An accidental visitor to England and Ireland; common in Holland

and other parts of Europe and Nérth Africa, from which latter

country it migrates north in spring, filling the dwarf woods aund
asier-beds of France and Holland with its melodious voice, :

«

Family CALAMODYTID A.

Ornithologists will, I am sure, agree with me in considering that
the Sedge-birds constitute a very distinct family. The numerous
species, which have been divided into many genera, are very
generally distributed over the older-known portion of the earth’s
surface, They are semiaquatic in their habits; the greater number
frequent both large and small beds of sedges and other herbage
growing in the vicinity of water, and feced upon insects. They are
well vepresented in the British Islands, over which the species
are generally distributed. In the present work these birds have
been classed under the generic titles of Aecrocephalus, Calamoherpe,
Calamodyta, Lusciniopsis, and Locustella.

Genus ACROCEPHALUS,

" The members of this genus are the largest birds of the family ;
and one_ or other of them form part of the avifaunw of Europe, Asia,
Africa, and Austrglia,






71

127. CALAMODYTA AQUATICA . + . . .+ . Vol IL PlL. LXXVI,
Aquatic WARBLER,

Somewhat rarein Central and Southern Europe. Has been killed
two or three times in England, where it must be regarded merely as
an accidental visitor, :

Genus Lusomxtopsts,

According to Mr. Gray’s ¢ Hand-list of Birds,” two generic titles
have been proposed by Bonaparte for the single known species of
this form, viz. Pseudoluscinia and Lusciniopsis; the latter term has
been employed in the present work.

128, Luscixiopsis LUSCINIOIDES . . « . Yol IL Pl LXXVIIL,

Savr’s WARBLER,

Has many times been killed in England, where, however, it must
- be considered a rare visitant, and principally to the eastern counties.

Genus LooUsTELLA,

About five species of this genus are known ; of these one or other
frequent Central and Southern Europe, Asia, Siberia, and China.

129, LocusTELA AvicUZA . . °* . . . Vol. IL Pl LXXVIII,
’ GrAssHOPPER WARBLER.

A yearly summer visitant to England, some parts of Scotland, and
Ireland, in all of which countries it breeds, and afterwards stealthily
departs southwards in autumn.
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group of birds, whose singularly constructed bills are especially
adapted for extracting the seeds from the cones of these trees. Six
or seven species are all that are known; and these are spread over
the Old World, from Europe, throughout Northern Asia, to Japan,
and in the New World from the Arctic regions to Mexico. Two
species come to Britain at uncertain intervals to breed.

Genus Loxia.

175. LoXIA CURVIROSTRA « « « « « « . VolIIL PLXLV.
CommoN CROSSBILL.

A pretty regular visitor, if not a stationary species, in Scotland,
where it sometimes breeds.

176. Loxia prryopsrrracus . . . . . . Vol IIL Pl XLVI.
Parror CROSSBILL. _
Has occurred many times in Britain, and may have remained and

bred ; but if 8o, no authentic instances of such an accurrence are on
record.

'177. Lox1a BreascraTa . . . . . . . Vol.IIL. PL XLVIIL.
‘WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILL.
Hab. Northern Europe and Asia.

Many instances are on record of this bird having been killed in the
-central portion of Europe ; and it has frequently occurred in England,
and twice in Ireland. :

178. LoxiA LEUCOPTERA . . . . . . Vol. IIL Pl XLVIII.
AMERICAN WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILL.
Inhabits North America, and is of rare occurrence in England.
Besides the specimen alluded to in my account of the species as
having been found on the shore at Exmouth, Mr. Harting mentions

other instances of its appearance in England, and Mr. Gray one
near Jedburgh in Scotland.

Genus LiNora.

The generic term Linota, proposed by Bonaparte, and that of
Linaria, by Bechstein, appear to have been both applied to this small
group of Fringilline birds, the members of which are principally, if
not solely, confined to the northern parts of Europe and Asia.

179. LiNoTA CANNABINA . . . . .. . . Vol IIL, PL.XLIX.
LinNer.
Resident in and very generally distributed over Britain ; partially

migrates south on the approach of winter.
a2
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202. CoocYzZus AMERICANUS,
Yellow-billed Cuckoo.

Five instances of the occurrence of this species with us have been
recorded by Mr. Harting in his ¢ Handbook of British Birds *—two in
Ireland, two in Wales, and one in Cornwall. A figure will be found
in Yarrell’s ¢ History of British Birds,” vol. ii. p. 210.

203. CoccYzus ERYTHROPHTHALMUS.
Black-billed Cuckoo.

One killed in' the county Antrim, Sept. 25, 1871, see ¢ Zoologist, -
1872, p. 3022.

I have not considered it necessary to figure these two American
species, as they certainly do not belong to our fauna.

Family PICIDA.

With the exception of Australia, New Zealand, and Polynesia,
‘Woodpeckers are distributed over the temperate and warmer regions
of every country both of the Old and the New World. About 300
species are enumerated in the useful ¢ Hand-list of Birds’ of the late
Mr. G. R. Gray, of the British Museum. As might naturally be
supposed, much diversity of form exists among the members of so
vast & body of birds, each form heing especially adapted to some
given purpose or locality, the boles and leafy foliage of trees, rocky
parched plains and humid grassy meadows being alike resorted to
by one or other of them. They are all zygodactyle in the form
of their feet, although, in some cases, only a rudiment of one of
the hind toes is found to exist. 8o far as my knowledge extends,
they one and all deposit their beautiful shining white eggs in the
boles of trees; but I think it probable that some few may occasionally
place theirs in crevices of rocks. Their principal food consists of
insects and their larve ; the ground-frequenting species consume
ants and their eggs in great numbers; and fruits and berries are
not rejected by others. The species inhabiting Europe are about
ten in number, four of which are represented in the present work ;
and I here subjoin notices of the occurrence of two or three other
accidental visitors from America.

Subfamily PICINZ.

Genus Picus.

Members of this truly arboreal form are found both in the Old and
in the New World. They feed almost exclusively on insects and
their larvee, but probably partake of spiders also, which they search
for and extract from the bark of trees.
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209. Dryocorus MARTIUS. . . . . . Vol. IIL. Pl LXXIII.
GRrEAT Brack WoODPECKER.

This bird is of large size ; and the prevailing tint of its plumage is
sooty black, relievéd by red on the crown. Its native localities are
the pine-woods of Norway, Sweden, and Switzerland. Many in-
stances of its having been killed in Britain are recorded; but it is

" probable that not one of them is authentic. At all events there is not
a certified British-killed specimen in any of our Museums or private
collections ; consequently it is a very doubtful visitor. For further
information respecting it I refer my.readers to the letterpress
accompanying the Plate. :

Subfamily GECININZ,

Genus GErcINus.

The members of this genus (known as Green Woodpeckers) being
less arboreal than the true Pici, spend. much of their time on the
ground. In Britain the trimly kept lawns and meadows are favourite
places of resort. Their food mainly consists of ants and their larve.
Besides @. viridis three more species inhabit Europe ; and pthers are
to be found in Asia and Africa.

210. GecINUS VIRIDIS . . . . . . . Vol. III. Pl LXXIYV.

GREEN WOODPECKER, Or YAFFLE.

A resident species in England, in many parts of which it is known
by the name of « Yaffle.” It is rare in Scotland, and has not yet
been seen in the sister kingdom of Ireland.

211. Georvus viemis . . . . . . . Vol IIL PL LXXV.
GREEN WOODPECKER, or YAFFLE (young).

Subfamily COLAPTIN Z&.

Genus CoraprEs.

A purely American form, comprising about six or seven species,
ranging from the United States to Bolivia.

212. CoLAPTES AURATUS.
Golden-winged Woodpecker.

A native of the eastern parts of North America, a single example
of which was killed in Amesbury Park, Wiltshire, in the autumn
of 1336, as recorded by Mr. George S. Marsh, of Chippenham, in the
¢ Zoologist’ for 1859, p. 6327, where he says, ¢ My brother saw this
bird in the flesh, just after it was shot. It was preserved by Mr.
Edwards, of Amesbury, and has never been out of my possession.”
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Subfamily YUNGINZE.

Genus Yuxnx,

Only three or four species are known of this very anomalous
Old-World form. Their range extends over a great portion of the
northern regions of Asia, entering J apan, and one species Eustern
and Southern Africa.

213. Ymmozqmnm .+« « « . < . VolII. PLLXXVL
‘WRYNECK. '

A true harbinger of spring, arrives before the Swallow, serenades
us with its peculiar cry of Pee-pec-pae, and but seldom exposes its
body to view. Is generally distributed over England and the
southern portion of Scotland. Our Irish ornithologists must regret
that it does not visit their country ; for a more curious creature does
not exist. Many of its actions, and the character of its markings,
have procured for it the trivial name of ¢ Snakebi
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ORDER RASORES.
Family COLUMBAE.

The members of the Columbse, or Pigeons, may be said to be more
universally dispersed than any other family of birds ; for there is no
portion of the globe, favoured with a temperate or warm climate,
where representatives of one or more of the various genera of which
it is composed do not exist. In round numbers, between three and
four hundred species are now known ; of these, four are inhabitants
of Britain, one of which is a summer migrant.

Genus Parunsus.

214. PALUMBUS TORQUATUS . . . . . . » . VoLIV.PLL
‘Woon-P1eEoN or CusHAT.
A stationary species, universally dispersed over Britain and most
parts of Europe and North Africa.

Genus CoLuMBA.

A form the members of which are chiefly confined to the Old
World.

215. COLUMBA ENAS . « + &+ « « o o ¢ Vol.IV.Pl_.II.

Srock Dove.
Partially migratory, but breeds with us.

216. COLUMBALIVIA . . . . .« « +« « « Yol IV, PLIIL

Rocx-Piexox.

Common and stationary in all the rocky portions of Britain, the
sup‘posed origin of our domestic Pigeon.

Genus TuRTUR.
This genus is represented by the well-known Turtledove, that

visits Britain in spring, to which several eastern species might be
added. :

217. TURTURAURITUS . . . . . . . . . VoLIV.PLIV.
Turrie Dove.
A true summer resident in all the southern and midland portions

of Britain.
H
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224. Lacopus MUTUS . ., . « « +« « « Vol.IV.PLX.
Prarmiean (autumn plumage)

I have considered it desirable to give three plates, ﬂlustratmg three
very distinet states of plumage, of this very variable bird.

Genus SYRRHAPTES.

An Old-World genus of S8and-Grouse, comprising two species, the
native haunts of which are the Steppes of Russia, China, and Thibet.
A large number of individuals of the S. paradoxus made an extra-
ordinary visit to various parts of the European continent and Britain
in the years 1859 and 1860.

225, SYRRHAPTES PARADOXUS . . . . . . . Vol.IV,PLXI
Parras's Sanp-Grouse.
For particulars see the text of the Plate referred to.

Family PHASTANID Z&.

Genus PHASIANUS,

A genus of six or eight species, all of which are natives of the
northern regions of the Old World, from Asia Minor to Japan.
Although India, particularly its hilly portions, abounds in gallina-
ceous birds, no true Pheasant is found there.

226. PHASIANUS COLCHICUS . . . . . . . Vol.IV.PLXII
CoMmoN PHEASANT.

A former introduction, probably from Turkey or some part of the
neighbourhood of the Black Sea.

Family PERDICID A&.

In this division of the Gallinaces is comprised a great number of
‘varied forms, most of which are natives of the northern portions
of the Old World. In England we have two which may be
considered indigenous, the Grey- and the Red-legged Partridge ;
the migratory Quail also frequently spends the summer in these
kingdoms.

Genus Perprx.

A genus of three species, namely:—P. cinerea, habitat Europe; P.
“barbatus, habitat China; and P. Hodgsonice, habitat Thibet.
: ]
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227. PERDIXCINEREA . .' . . . . . . Yol IV.PL XIII
PARTRIDGE.
A stationary species.

Genus CAcoaBIs.

A genus instituted for the Red-legs, which differ conspicuously by
their finer plumage and the presence of spurs on their tarsi.

298, CACCABISBRUBRA . . . . . . + . - Vol IV.PL XTIV,
RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE.
A stationary species.
229, CACCABIS PETROBA.

Tt is stated that wild specimens of this bird have been killed in
England ; but as this is questionable I do not figure it.

Genus CoTURNIX.

A form comprised of a limited number of species, which range
generally over the Old World—Europe, India, China, the southern-
most parts of Africa, Australia, and New Zealand.

230. COTURNIX COMMUNIS . . . . . . . . Vol IV.PLXYV.
CoMMoN QUAIL.

A summer but uncertain migrant to England, while in Ireland it
appears to be stationary ; atleast Quails are frequently seen there in
winter.

Family TURNICIDAE.

The Turnices (or Hemipodes, as they are frequently called) con-
stitute a distinet group among the Gallinacese. About fifteen species
are known, all of which inhabit the sandy portions of the Old World,
but are most abundant in Australia. The European fauna comprises
but one, individuals of which have now and then wandered to
Britain, probably from Spain, ’

23]. TURNIX AFRICANA . + . . « « + o VYolL.IV,PLXVI
ANDALUSIAN TUurNIx,
An accidental visitor.

Family OTIDIDZ.

The Bustards, from their large size and noble bearing, constitute
one of the most remarkable groups in ornithology. They are all in-
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habitants of the sandy plains of the Old World; and many of the
most conspicuous species are natives of Africa.

Genus Or1s.

Formerly Great Britain enumerated a fine bird of this genus;
now and then, however, a solitary individual flies over to us from
Spain or France, where it is still tolerably plentiful.

232, OTISTABDA . . + o+ ¢+ + « « « o VolLIV,PL XVII
GREAT BusTaRD,
Accidental visitant.

233. OTISTETRAX . . . « . .+ + , + YolLIV,PLXVIII
Lrrrie BusTARD.
Accidental visitant.

234. Oris MacQUEENTI,
Macqueen’s Bustard.

Quite accidental.

A native of Afghanistan and the neighbouring countries. A spe-
cimen of this bird, now in the possession of the Philosophical Society
of York, was killed at Kirton Lindsey, in Lincolnshire, on the 7th
of October, 1847. - Still, with so slight a claim to be .considered
British, I shall content myself with this notice of it and a reference
to a figure which will be found in my ¢ Birds of Asia.’ Specimens
have also been met with in Holland and Denmark.

ORDER GRALLATORES.
Family GRUIDZ,

As must have been noticed by every one who has given a moment’s
thought to the subject, the Gruidse, or Cranes, differ from the Herons
and every other group of birds of which this great order is composed.
The larger number of the known species are inhabitants of the Old
World, over which they are widely spread, the plains of Australia
on the one hand and those of Hindustan on the other being fre-
quented by one or more species ; the form also occurs in Africa, from
north to south. In the New World, the northern portions only are
tenanted by Cranes ; one species inhabits, or rather did inhabit, the
British Islands.

235, GRUBCINEREA . . . . . . . . . Yol IV, Pl XIX,
CommoxN CRANE.
An accidental visitant.
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236, GRUS VIRGO.
Demoiselle Crane. -

A native of Southern Europe, Northern Africa,and India,has been
seen and one shot in Orkney, in May 1863 (Saxby, ¢ Zoologist,’ p.
8692). Not figured.

237. GRUS PAVONINUS.
Balearic Crane.

This bird has also been captured within the limits of Britain, and
by some included in our lists of species—wrongly, however, as I think,
since its true home is north-western Africa, and its occurrence here
must have been quite accidental.

Family ARDEIDZ.

If the Bitterns are included among the members of this universally
dispersed family, then the species amount to nearly a hundred in
number. Unlike the Cranes, they are generally sedentary in their
habits and affect watery situations. In the British avifauna there
are ten species.

Genus ARDEA.

238. ARDEA CINEREA . . . . . . « . . YolLIV.PL XX,
HErox.
Resident and very generally dispersed.

239. ARDEA PURPUREA . . . . . . . . Vol.IV.PL XXI.
PurrrLe HERON.

This fine bird, which is abundant in Holland and France, can only
be considered an accidental visitor to Britain.

Genus HrrobpIas,
240. HERODIAS ALBA. . . « « . . . . VoLIV.PL XXII
GreAT WHITE EGRET, or WHITE HERON.
Quite an accidental visitant, arriving at very uncertain periods.
241. HERODIAS GABZETTA . . . . . . . Vol IV,PL XXIII.

Lirrie Eargr,
This, like the last, is merely a straggler to Britain.

Genus Busurcus.
242, Bupurcus RUSSATOS . . , . . . . Vol.IV.PLXXIV.
Burr-Backep HEron.
An accidental visitor.
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- Gienus Buraus.

243. BupHUSCOMATUS . . . . . . . . VoLIV.PLXXY.
Savacco Herox.

The visits of this bird are very infrequent, and its appearance not
to be depended upon.

Genus NYCTICORAX.

944, NYOTICORAX GRISEUS . . . . . . . Vol.IV.PLXXVIL

Nienr-HERON.
This bird must be considered among our accidental visitors.

Genus Boraurus.

245, BoTAURUS STELLARIS . . . . . . YoLIV.PL XXVII,

BirTERN. : 4
Formerly a common stationary form in our marshes and fens; now
seldom seen, and mostly in winter.

246, BoTAURUS LENTIGINOSUS . . . . . VYol IV, PL XXVIII.

AMERICAN BiTTERN.
The frequent occurrence of this bird in the British Islands de-
mands a place for it in our avifauna; and hence I have given a

figure of it.

Genus ARDETTA.
247. ArpETTAMINUTA. . . . . . . . Vol.IV,PL XXIX,

Lrrrie Brrrerw.
Although never to be found with certainty, it is probable that we
are seldom without the presence-of this interesting marsh-lover;
it cannot, however, be considered other than a chance visitor.

Family CICONIIDZ.

This family includes among its members not only our weil-
known White and Black Storks, but at least twenty other species
of those useful birds. ‘Whatever the condition of Britain may formerly
have been, it is no longer suited as a resting-place for either of the
two species just mentioned ; still scarcely a year passes without one
or other of them accidentally dropping down on our marshes during
their wanderings from one country to another.
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Genus STREPsILAS.

980, Srampéras mrERPEES . . . . . . . Vol IV.PL LX.
TURNSTONE.

Although a regular migrant to our shores, a few remain with- us
throughout the winter, and there is good ground for believing some
breed within the British Islands. See Harting, ¢ Handbook of
British Birds,” p. 44; Gray, ¢Birds of West of Scotland;’ and
Thompson, ¢ ‘Birds of Imland vol. ii. p. 120.

Genus MAcHETES.
281, MACHETBS PUGNAX . . . . . . . . VYol.IV,PL LXI
Rurr and Reeve

This bird formerly nested regularly in the fens ; but, owing to the
gradual drainage of their haunts, and undue persecution in the
spring, very few now breed here, and that only in favoured localities.
It is still, however, a regular spring and autumn migrant.

282. MACHETES PUGFAX ~ . . . « « .« Vol IV. Pl. LXII.
Rurr and REEvE (ﬁmt autumn plumage)

Genus AcTrIURUS.

283. ACTITURUS Bm'mmvs e « o o o o+ Yol.IV.PL LXIII.
BArTRAM’S SANDPIPER.

- A rare straggler from the New World, which has been met with
in England in three or four instances at rare intervals.

Genus TRYNGITES.

284, TRYNGITES RUFESCENS . . . . . . Vol. IV, Pl LXIV.
BuFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER.

This is another wanderer from the American continent. It has
been noticed, however, more frequently in this country than the last-
named : Mr, Harting, in his ¢ Handbook of British Birds,’ p. 138,
has given fifteen instances of its capture here.

Genus TRINGA.

285. TRINGA CANUTUS . . . .+ . . . . VoLIV,PLILXYV.
Kxor.

Although a few of these birds may be found here throughout the
winter, it is strictly speaking a spring and autumn migrant.
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Genus AcCToDROMAS,

292. AcroproMas MINUTA . . . . . . Vol.IV.PL LXXIIL
Lirrie StInNT.

This graceful little bird is a regular migrant, passing through
this country in spring and autumn. It is always more numerous at
the latter season, which seems to indicate that the species on going
northward in the spring travels by another route than that which
it traverses on its return in autumn.

293. ACTODROMAS PUSILLA.
American Little Stint.
An American Little Stint (4. pusilla, Wilson) has twice been
met with in England. In October 1853 a specimen was shot on
Marazion Marsh, Cornwall; and in September 1869 a second was

obtained on Northam Burrows, Devon.
. This purely American bird has not been figured.

Genus LEIMONITES.

294, Lentoxires Temmincekrr . . . . Vol. IV. Pl, LXXIII.
TEMMINCK'S STINT.

This little Sandpiper, although of rarer occurrence than the last

named, visits this country nevertheless regularly in spring and

autumn. It appears, however, to be almost confined to England;

for it has been met with only once in Scotland, and once in
Ireland. : .

Genus ARQUATELLA.

295. ABQUATELLA MARITIMA . . . . . Vol IV.PlL LXXIV,
PurPLE SANDPIPER. '

Throughout the greater part of the British Islands this bird is
chiefly known as a winter visitant; and although it has been ob-
served late in spring in the Hebrides, and presumably breeding there,
no one has yet been fortunate enough to discover a nest there.

Genus Limicora.

206. Limicors PYéM®A . . . . . . . Vol.IV.PL LXXYV,
BRoAD-BILLED SANDPIPER.

. Aninhabitant of Northern Europe and Asia ; this little bird moves

southward at the approach of winter, and in four or five instances

has strayed far enough towards the west to touch the English

shore. :
- In every instance in which specimens have been obtained here,
save one, the locality was tho coast of Norfolk, The exceptional
capture was made in Belfust Bay many ycars ago.

1
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301. GALLINAGO RUSSATA.

Russet Snipe,

This remarkable Snipe, which often weighs six ounces, not un-
frequently occurs in our markets. Mr. Rodd, of Penzance, and sports-
men generally, often speak of this bird when writing to a friend,
asking its name &c. The term russata will be found mentioned
in the folio edition in the letterpress to the Common Snipe.

Genus LrMNxoCRYPTES.
" 802, LIMNOCRYPTES GALLIULA . . . . . Vol IV. Pl LXXX,
JACK SNIPE.

Although instances are on record in which this bird has been met
with in this country in summer, there is no sufficient evidence of its
having bred here, and it must continue to be regarded as a regular
wipter visitgnt,

The generic terms Phalaropus and Lobipes have been instituted

for the fairy-like Phalaropes, of which there are three species, two
of which frequent Britain.

Genys PHALAROPUS.

303. PHALAROPUS FULICARIUS . . . . . Vol IV.Pl LXXXI,
GREY PHALAROPR (Summer plumage). .

This beautiful little bird has of late years been noticed as a
regular eutumn visitant, occasionally appearing in considerable
numbers. It is remarkable that although flocks pass through
England in the autumn (when the species is moving southward for
the winter), none are seen here on the return journey in spring,
which shows that they go back by a different route.

804. PraLaRoPus FULICARIUS . . . , Vol IV.PL LXXXIL
GREY PHALAROPE (Winter plumage). '

Genus LosprpEs.

805. Lopmres HYPERBOREUS . . ., . . Vol IV, Pl LXXXTII,
RED-NECKED PHALAROPE.

In England this graceful little bird is an occasional winter visi-
tapt. Never seen in such numbers as the last named, but generally
singly or in pairs. It has been found breeding in Orkney, the
Hebrides, Perthshire, Inverness, and Sutherland ; but in Ireland it

appears to be unknown. 9
1
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the regular nesting-haunts of this and many other marsh-loving
birds, the Spotted Crake can now only be considered a spring end
autumn migrant, occasionally remaining to breed in favourable-
situations.

311. PorzANA PYGMZEL . . . . . . VYol IV.Pl LXXXIX.
Bairron’s CRAKE.

This little bird has so frequently been met with in England and
at almost every season of the year, that an enumeration of particular
localities for it is unnecessary. It may be regarded as a local resi-
dent. It has, however, been only obtained once in Scotland and
once in Ireland.

812. PoRZANA MINUTA . . « . « . . .« « YolLIV,PL XC.
Or1vaceous CRAKE.

Almost the same remark will apply to this as to the last-named
species, although the seasons at which it has been generally met
with seem to indicate that it is a spring and autumn migrant.

ORDER NATATORES.

In this order Vigors and others have included all the swimming
birds—Geese, Swans, the two great divisions of the Ducks, Mer-
gansers, Cormorants, Auks, Grebes, Penguins, Divers, Gulls, Terns,
and Petrels. Their distribution is almost universal, the icy poles
being the only part of the globe from which they are absent.

If we institute a comparison between the ornithological produc-
tions of the different parts of the earth’s surface, we find that water-
birds are much more rife in some countries than others, and that
they are more numerous in the northern than in the southern hemi-
sphere ; and if we compare those frequenting the area of the British
Islands and the surrounding seas and fresh waters with those fre-
quenting a similar extent of any other portion of the globe, we shall
find a greater variety of forms than elsewhere, due doubtless to the
peculiar position of our islands, lying as they do between the two
great northern continents, and to a certain extent under the influence
of the Gulf-stream.

"I now proceed to the enumeration of the species contained in the
fifth volume, and commence with the Geese, two or three of which
grace our wolds and marshes,

Subfamily ANSERIN/E.

In round numbers about thirty species of Geese are now known
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321. Bwm~toLs RUFICOLLIS . . . . . . . . VYol V.PLVI
RED-BREASTED GOOSE. ’

An inhabitant of northern Russia and Siberia, and a chance visi-
tant to Britain,

822. BERNICLABRENTA. . . . . . . . . VolLV.PL VIL
BarENT Goose.
Plentiful in winter on the muddy flats at the mouths of rivers

from the Thames to the Tamar; equally numerous in & northerly
direction, including Ireland.

Subfamily CYGNINE.

T Of this .subfamil{ there are nine or ten species—three or four of
which pertain to the fauna of Great Britain, two or three to that of
North America, the celebrated Black-necked Swan of Chili, and the
Black Swan of Australia.

323, CyexusoroR. . . « . . . . . . Vol.V.PL VIII,
Mute Swax.

Supposed to be still living in a wild state in Eastern Europe;
strictly stationary in Britain,

324, CyeNUSFERUS . . . . + « « . . . Yol V.PLIX,
‘WiLp SwaN, or WHOOPER.
A winter visitant, arriving in autumn and departing in spring, to
breed in Ireland and many parts of the arctio circle.

825, CYONUSMINOR . . « « « &+ « o . « VoLV.PLX,
Bewick’s Swax.

This js also a winter visitor, arriving in autumn and retiring
northwards in spring.

326. CrexUs IMMUTABILIS,
Polish Swan.

Ornithologists are at variance as to the propriety of considering
this bird a distinct species from C. olor, the difference between
them being but trifling. The Polish Swan is a somewhat larger
bird, with a smaller frontal knob, while the naked space between
the bill and the eye is larger; and the feet are grey instead of olive-
black. Mr. Bartlett has weighed several Polish Swans living at the
Zoological Gardens, which turned the scale of twenty-seven pounds;
and he assures me they would be two pounds heavier after moulting.
He considers there are tangible differences between the two birds;
and I must confess I do also since I have been able to make some
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327, TADORNA VULPANSER . .. .-+ « « . o Vol.V.PLXI;
SHELDRAKE.

A stationary species, breeding in the holes of warrens and sandy
wastes by the sea-side.

~ Genus CasArea.
328, CABARCARUTIIA . . . « « + o « o VYol.V.PLXII,
Ruppy SHELDRAKE.

An occasional and very rare visitant. ' Among other places, bmlds
in rocks on the borders of the Mediterranean.

Genus MARECA.

A genus of which our common Widgeon is the type, and of which
an allied species is found in North America and another in Chili, -

320, MARECAPENELOPE . . « . + . . o Vol V.PL XIII.
‘WipaEoN, .
A migrant which is plentiful in winter, and sometimes, but not
very regularly, stays to breed in England and Scotland.
330. MARECA AMERICANA.
American Widgeon.
An occasional visitant to England. It is not figured.

Genus SpaTULA.

A well-defined form, comprising about six species, one being found
in Australia, another in New Zealand, others in Chili, and the rest
in the northern hemisphere of both the Old and New Worlds.

331, SPATULA CLYPEATA . . . . + . . . VolL.V.PlLXIV,
SaovELLER Duck.
Frequent in summer, sometimes breeds.

v

Genus ANAs.

The Wild Duck, which is the type of this genus, is generally
diffused over Asia, Africa, and North America.

332, ANASBOSCHAS .. . . .+ + « « o« o« » Vol.V.PLXV,
Marrarp, or Wirp Duck.

- Resident, and breeds everywhere. The supposed parent of all
our domestic breeds of Ducks. :

Genus QUERQUEDULA,

A geuus formed for the Teal and Garganey and some allied spccles
in other parts of the world.
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339, BRANTARUFINA . . « . . « .« » Vol V.PlL XXII,
: Rep-cresTED DUCK.

The occurrence of this bird in England is very seldom and uncer-
tain ; still there are many British specimens extant.

Subfamily FULIGULIN .

" The birds of this subfamily, or the Diving Ducks, form an exten-
sive grotp, inerhbers of which are found in most parts of the globe,
and which is well represented in the British Islands.

Gentts Furtevra.
340. FuLieULA CRISTATA . . . . . . . Vol V.PlL XXIII
Turtep Duck.

. A tolerably common winter visitant to the British Islands ; many
remain to breed on the lakes at Clumber and Osberton in Notting-
hamshire, and doubtless on other similar sheets of water.

341. Fuueura e Vol. V. PL. XXIV,
Scavr Duck.
A winter visitant.

Genus ENtCONETTA,

A genus established for the fine Steller’s Duck, a species nearly
allied to the Eiders.

342. ExicoNerra STELLErt . . . . . . . Vol.V.PL XXV,
SteLLER’s Duck,

An accidental visitor to the northern parts of Britain ; its native
countries are Lapland, northern Scandinavia, and Russia.

Genus SOMATERIA.

Of the Eiders, a vety ndtural and distinet group of Ducks,
there are but four or five species, inhabiting the northern portions
of both the Old and the New World.

343. SOMATERIA MoLLISSIMA . . . . « . Yol. V. Pl XXVI,
Emzer Duck.
Btationary. Breeds on the Farn Islands and many other similar
situations round our northern coasts.
344, SOMATERIA SPECTABILIS v « « o o« Yol.V.PL XXVII.
Kixe Duck.
A rare and accidental visitor from the north,
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350. HisTRIONICUS TORQUATUS . . . . . Vol.V.Pl XXXII.

HarLeqQuin Duck.

A very rare visitant to Britain ; and when examples do occur, they
are either females or young males of the first year.

Genus HARELDA,
A northern form of a single species.
351. HaRELDA GLACTALIS . . . . . . Yol.V.PL XXXIII.

Loxe-tarLED DUCK.

A common winter visitant ; arrives in the Scottish firths in great
"abundance during the months of autumn.

Subfamily MERGIN &.

The Mergansers are a very distinct family, differing in structure
and mode of life from the Ducks or Cormorants, to which otherwise
they are nearly allied. They live on the waters of both the Old
and the New World, and consist of about ten species.

352. MERGUSCASTOR . . . . « . . . Vol.V.PLXXXIYV.
G00SANDER. .
A winter bird, frequenting our lakes when they are not frozen

over; very destructive to.freshwater fish. Always to be seen at

Clumber in autumn and winter, goes north in summer.

353. MERGUS SERRATOR . + . . . . . Yol V,PlL XXXV,
MERGANSER. :
Found in Britain at all seasons; common in the north of Secot-
lpnd. o
854, Mereus cvcoLtatos . . . . . . Vol.V. Pl XXXVI,
HoopEp MERGANSER.

An American species, which has occasionally been found in Europe.
and Britain.

355. MERGUS ALBELLUS . . . . . . . VYol.V.PlL XXXVII,
Suxw, or Nux.

A winter bird, rather scarce. Breods in Lﬁpland and the adjoin-

ing countries.

Family PODICIPID Z.

When the birds of the world are taken in review, it is in-
teresting to note that certain forms are restricted to very limited

-
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hemisphere. They frequent the countries bordering on the arctie
circle, and are as abundant in America as in Europe and Asia. In
Britain we have three distinct species.

361. CoLYMBUS GLACIALIS ., . .,
GgEAT NorTHERN DIVER.
One of the finest of our native birds, but does not hreed with us.

.« « Yol.V.PlL XLIII

362. CoLYMBUB ARCTICUS . . . . . . » Vol.V.PlL XLIV.
BrAcK-THROATED DIVER.

This may be considered a resident species, although it is but
ingly observed at any time. In winter the goung are frequent
ong our southern coasts, while in summer most of the northern lochs
of Scotland have each its breeding pair of birds—among other places,
Loch-y-vraon and Loch Drome in Ross-shire, part of the fine
property of John Fowler, Esq. A

363. CoLYMBUS SEPTENTRIONALIS + . . . . Vol. V. PL XLV,
Rep-rEROATED DIVER.
Like the last a resident species, breeding in the same parts of the
country. '

Family ALCADZE.

Formerly Britain could boast of having five species of this re-
markable family of northern sea-birds ; but the finest of them, the
Great Auk, is now gone from the face of the waters ; and if it is still
enumerated in the present work, it is because we cherish the re-
collection. of so singular a bird.

Genus Arca.

364, ALCAIMPENNIS . . . . . . . . . Vol V.PLXLVL
GREeAT AUE.

865, ALCATORDA. . . . .+ o+ + « s+ » VYol.V.PlXLVIIL,
RazorBILL.

A common cliff bird, breeding a1l round our consts, and a constant
resident on our seas. :

Genus Uria,

366, URIATROILE . . . . . . . . . Vol.V.PLXLVIIL
ComyoN GUILLEMOT. .
Like the last very numerously dispersed round the whole of the
islands and islets of Britain ; breeds on the rocks ; lays but a single
€gg.
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information respecting this predaceoys bird, for it would be out of
place to enter into particulars here in what can only be regarded as
a mere list of the species inhabiting Britain. I may mention, how-
ever, that its specific name is derived from one of its breeding-
places, to which may be added Lundy Island, Ailsa Craig, St. Kilda,
Suliskerry in Orkney, d&e.

Family LARID A,

Mr. Harting, in his ¢ Handbook of British Birds,’ has included the
Gulls and Terns in the same family, with which view I acquiesce,
for it would be difficult to draw the line between the termination of
the one and the commencement, of the other., Whether we regard
the Gulls, Terns, and Skuas separately or collectively, they may be
described as coast-wanderers over the entire globe, but more abun-
dant in the northern than in the southern hemisphere. Their
principal food is fish, crustaceans, and other marine animals, but
some of them readily eat worms, insects, and garbage. In their
plumage they are perhaps the most cleanly of all birds, always
-maintaining their pure and delicate tints'unsullied. There are over
one hundred species inhabiting various parts of the globe.

Subfamily LARIN .

Genus Larus.

. The members of this genus comprise all the large Gulls—birds
‘which, as scavengers]alone, play an important part in keeping a
wholesome atmosphere. They also prey upon fish, crustaceans,
small mammals, and weakly birds.

373. LARUSMARINUS . . . . ., . . . . YolLV.PLLYV.
GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL.
A resident species, breeding round our coasts.

.374. LarvsFUSCUS . . . . « . « . . Vol.V.PLLVL
Lrsser Brack-BackEp GULL.
Also a resident and breeding species.

875. LarvsgLaveos . . . . . . . . . Vol.V,PLLVIL
Gravcous GULL.

‘A bird of the northern hemisphere generally, whence it is driven
southward on the approach of winter, at which season it arrives
‘here, as well as in similar latitudes in America.

X
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their breeding-place the inland waters of some marsh or swampy
island in the interior of the country. Their interest is also much
added to by the circumstance of their being subject to seasonal
changes in the colouring of their plumage.

3882. CHROICOCEPHALUS RIDIBUNDUS . . . . Vol.V.PlL LXIV.
Brack-EEADED GULL.
A common and resident species.

883. CHROICOCKPHALUS PHILADELPHIA . . , . Vol. V.Pl LXV
BoxaPARTE'S GULL.
An ozcasional visitant from its native country, North America.

Genus HyprocoL®Us,

Instituted for our well-known Little Gull.

384, HypROCCLEUS MINUTUS . . . . . . Vol.V.,PL LXVIL
Lrrrik GuLr.
_ A tolerably regular winter visitant, never breeding in Britain.

Genus XEMA,

The beantiful arctic Gull named after the late Mr. Sabine is the
type of this genus.

885, Xema 8aB¥r . . . . . . . . o Vol V.PLLXVIL
SaBINE’s GULL.
An occasional visitor to our islands.

Subfamily STERNINZE.

In this subfamily are contained the various forms of Terns or Sea-
Swallows as they are popularly termed. Ten species are figured
under six genera:—Hydroprogne, Actochelidon, Sterna, Sternula,
Gelochelidon, and Hydrochelidon.

Genus HYDROPROGNE.

886. HYDROPROGNE CASPIA . . . : . . Vol.V.PL LXVIIL
Caspran Terx,

An accidental visitor.
x 2
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Gehus GELOCHELIDON,

394. GELOCHELIDON ANGLICA . . . . . . Vol.V.PL LXXIV.
GuLL-BrLLED TxEN.

A bird of the eastern portion of Europe, Africa, and Asia, and
quite an accidental visitant to Britain.

Genus HYDROCHELIDON.

. The members of this genus frequent marshes for the purpose of
breeding, and deposit their eggs in regular-formed nests of herbage.
The entire group consists of about ten species, which are widely
distributed over the globe.

895. HYDROCHELIDON KI6RA . . . : . . VYol.V.PL LXXV,
Brack TerN.
A summer visitant, breeding in several of the marshes of

England.

396. HYDROCHELIDON LEUCOPTERA . . , . Vol. V. PL LXXVI,
‘WaITE-WINGED TERN.

An accidental visitor from countries to the south-eastward of our
islands.

397. HYDROCHELIDON LEUCOPAREIA . . . Vol. V. Pl LXXVII.
‘Wmskerep TErn,
An accidental visitor from Eastern Europe.

Genus ANous.
898. Axous sToLIDUS.
Noddy Tern.
A bird common to many seas ; it is not therefore surprising that
a solitary individual has now and then wandered to fish in our
waters. Itisa common species, véry generally known, consequently

not figured.

Bubfamily STERCORARIIN E:

Genus STERCORARIUS.

Parasitic Gulls are to a certain extent affined to the Petrels, and
for this reason have been placed next them in the present volume,
Members of this group, which are eight or ten in number, frequent
the seas of both hemispheres, are tyrants of the ocean, waging war
and domineering over all the birds, and robbing them of the fish
they have taken,
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404 PurFINUS MAJOR . . . « "« + VolLV.PlL LXXXIII.
GREAT SHEARWATER. _
A bird which almost yearly visits the seas of the Land’s End.

405. PUFFINUS ANGLORUM . . . . . . Vol V.PlL LXXXTV,
MANX SHEARWATER.

Breeds commonly on one or more of the Scilly Islands; and, as it
is also found here in winter, it may be considered a resident species.

Genus ESTRELATA,

406, AESTRELATA HZESITATA.
Capped Petrel. : :
Has once been taken in England.

Genus THALASSIDROMA.

A genus in which Vigors and others have placed the smaller
members of the Procellaride—Storm-Petrels. In the British seas
we have two breeding species, and a third looks in upon us now and
then when it has crossed the Atlantic to our side of the globe.

407, TuarassrproMA Lracer . . . . . Vol. V.PlL LXXXYV,
FoRE-TAILED STORM-PETREL.

Breeds in the Outer Hebrides, and frequently found dead on
inland properties, apparently from exhaustion, from the exertion of
crosging overland from sea to sea.

408. THALASSIDROMA PELAGICA . . .
StoRM-PETREL.

This little sprite of the waters is known to breed on many parts
of our western coasts from the Scilly Isles to the Orkneys, and on
some of the rocky islets of the west coast of Scotland.

. Vol. V. PL. LXXXVT.

09, THaragsiorROMA BuLwerr
Bulwer’s Petrel.

This bird, which inhabits Madeira, sometimes visits our seas,
and by Yarrell and others has been included in our avifauna.
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